A Letters

The MJA and Gawler: ‘; i IN REPLY: The article referred to by
a case of self-censorship? | McBryde was submitted to the MJA in
To THE EDITOR: An important and | | 2011. Fatient consent was requested,
controversial article authored by ! § & | following standard MJA practice for
Haines and Lowenthal! was recenty | = &8 | all manuscripts containing potentially
published in the Internal Medicine | Shouldnotthe | identifying patient data or images, but
Journal. The authors challenged roleof thejoumal | s was not provided by the authors.
evidence used by lan Gawleronhis | (oo We agree that all the information was
website (iangawler.com) andinhis | | already publicly available, and it
book? to support meditation and | support those { was for this prime reason that the
dietary interventions as cancer therapy. | Who contribute | manuscript was rejected. The
Publication of the article was _ | rational criticism | manuscript referred to by McBryde
subsequent to initial submission to the | of yntested | presented supposition, but nothing
Medical Journal of Australia, whose claims? | newin the way of facts. The ]ou_m‘_al’s
editors at first accepted the article but ’ | independent external Content Review

later rejected it on the grounds that g g e Committee made the final decision

- Gawiler did not consent to publication to reject the manuscript.
of the study. Could the editors of the : | The MJA has previously published
MJA please inform its readers and | material on the Gawler case,
authors why they chose to reject | including a challenge to reported
the article? i aspects of the case history’ and a

The answer cannot lie in concerns | critical personal perspective on the

regarding patient confidentiality, as | Gawler program in the 21 May issue
all the information contained in the | this year.
article was found in the public i i Patient consent, accountable

| editorial processes, and an article’s

domain, including in journal articles*
validity, significance and potential to

and in Gawler’s book and on his } . . X
website. Consequently, there was no & g i ad\'a.nce med1ca] practice '3’9 pumary
privileged patient-doctor relationship considerations in the MJA's editorial
and, as Ruth Gawler points out,’ the The manuscript decisions, as our .rea_dershlp nghﬂx
authors did not seek information from presented expects. Th'ese P“nQR]e_s were applied
Ian Gawler's treating doctors. e in the MJA'’s final decision not to

Testing anomalous claims of cure Supposition, but publish the article.
and suggesting rational alternative { nothing new in | Annette G Katelaris Editor
explanations is part of the discourse | theway of facts Medical Journal of Adstralia, Sydney, NSW.
of science. Should not the role of the § § | akatelaris@mja.comau
journal editor be to support those ! Katelaris | ¢, relev
who contribute rational criticism i doi: 10.5694/mja1210806
of untested claims? Can the MJA { 1 Gawler GO. Cancer patients at risk from
therefore clarify its policy? | naccurate dinical reporting in high-profile

1 alternative treatment story: comments and
. ! corrections. Med J Aust 2010; 193: 37M1-372.

Emma S McBryde Head of Epidemiology | 2 Hall TL. Healed, or hungry? A personal
Victorian Infectious Diseases Service, Melboume Health, perspective on the Gawler program. Med J Aust
Melboume, VIC. | 2012:196:598-599. =]
Emma.McBryde@mh.org.au
c "

doi: 10.5694/mjal2 10684

1 Haines [E, Lowenthal RM. Hypothesis. The

eof d is when
diagnosing and treating advanced cancer,
Famous patient recovery may not have been
from metastatic disease. Intern Med J 2012; 42:
212-216.

2 Gawler L. You can conquer cancer. Ist ed.
Rochester: Thorsons, 1986.

3 Gawler L. Timeline errors undermine
“famous patient” did have secondary osteogenic
sarcoma and tuberculosis. intem Med J 2012; 42:
472-474,

4 Jelinek GA, Gawler RH. Thirty-year follow-up at
pneumonectomy of a 58-year-old survivor of
disseminated osteosarcoma. Med J Aust 2008;
189: 663-665.

5 Gawder R. Lack of adherence to scientific
principles of objectivity. Intern Med J 2012 42
475-476. Q

628

MJA196 (10) - 4 June 2012


Misha Wakerman


Misha Wakerman





